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Valeriu Sîrbu, Aurora Pețan (editors), Temples and Cult Places from the Second 
Iron Age in Europe (Proceedings of the 2nd International Colloquium “Iron 
Age Sanctuaries and Cult Places at the Thracians and their Neighbours”, 
Alun, Romania, 7th–9th May 2019, Dacica press, Alun 2020 (ISBN 978-
606-8538-02-0), 352 pages

Year 2020 brought to the forefront an interesting pub‑
lication: the volume Temples and Cult Places from the Second 
Iron Age in Europe, edited by Valeriu Sîrbu and Aurora 
Pețan. Published by the Dacica press, under the aegis of 
the Prehistoric and Protohistoric Mortuary Practices 
Commission of International Union for Prehistoric and 
Protohistoric Sciences (UISPP) and the Study Centre of 
Dacica Foundation, the volume is the result of the pro‑
ceedings of the Second International Colloquium on the 
temples and places of worship from Europe held at Alun, 
Hunedoara county, between the 9th–12th of May, 20191.

It includes 14 articles signed by 21 authors. In order 
to make information accessible to a large number of per‑
sons, all articles were published in English, and one, in 
French. 

The contents show the equal ratio between studies 
and articles signed by Romanian, respectively foreign 
authors. Among the 21 authors, 8 represent Romanian 
museums, universities or research institutes, 3 are from 
Greece and 2 each from Italy, Poland, Croatia, Bulgaria 
and the Republic of Moldova. 

The addressed topic is represented by the behaviour of humans in religious and funerary mani‑
festations and the manner in which areas used for their performance was laid out, on the European 
continent during the Second Iron Age.

Thus, from the Greek area information is provided by the research conducted in a temple built in 
honour of the medicine god, Asklepius and his daughter, Hygieia, goddess of heath and cleanliness; 
also, are presented observations regarding a temple of the god of the sea, storms and earthquakes, 
Poseidon Gaieoches.

The ancient space of the Thracians is represented by an article discussing the non-destructive 
excavation techniques of megalithic temples and monuments from the Rhodope Mountains, beside 
a pluri-disciplinary study of the rituals (believed healing) practiced today in the area of respective 
monuments.

The variety of the subjects is completed with details about constructions and places of worship 
from the Dniester area, a possible temple of the Scordisci Celts on the Drava river, the cult of Hercules 
with the Samnites from the centre of the Italian Peninsula and cult manifestations noted in the cul‑
tures of the Iron Age in today’s Poland.

The Carpathian-Danubian area is well represented. Almost the entire territory inhabited by the 
Dacians and the Getae is covered by articles addressing the general theme of the book. 

The two editors co-author two articles; one tackles the issue of the identity of those who destroyed 
the Dacian temples from Sarmizegetusa, the other presents temples and sites, deemed of worship, of 
which two contemporary are located in the Șureanu Mountains. 

1	 The first edition was held at Brașov, in 2006. The 2019 Colloquium was also funded and hosted by the Centrul de Studii 
al Fundației Dacica / Study Centre of Dacica Foundation.
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Together with other specialists of the field, are discussed subjects like the presence of dog skel‑
etons or skeletal remains (whether these were ritually buried or discarded, are these traces indicative 
of meat consumption?), discovered in Dacian settlements; another article presents data for the three 
phases of the sacred area from the enclosure of the Dacian fortification at Piscul Crăsani, where build‑
ings, altars, ritual pits and decorated hearths were investigated. 

In conclusion, the information introduced in scientific circulation by the publishing of this volume 
is of real interest for all who aim at completing their knowledge on the Iron Age or study this topic.

We wish to thank the publishing house and the editors for having kindly made us available this 
book.

Ioan Cristian Cireap
Museum of Arad

G. Enescu Square no. 1, 310131, Arad, RO
ioan.cristian.cireap@gmail.com 
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